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District and Municipal Court 
Judges' Association 

March 24, 2016 

Honorable Charles W. Johnson, Chair 
Supreme Court Rules Committee 
Temple of Justice 
PO Box40929 
Olympia, WA 98504-0929 

Dear Justice Johnson: 

RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO GR 14.1, CITATION TO 
UNPUBLISHED OPINIONS 

Thank you for inviting comment on the Washington Supreme Court and 
Washington Court of Appeals (COA) proposed amendments to General Rule 
(GR) 14.1, which would allow a party to cite to an unpublished opinion of the 
Court of Appeals. The District and Municipal Court Judges' Association 
(DMCJA) supports the amendment, as modified by the letter from Judge 
Korsmo, Chair of the COA Rules Committee, dated February 1 0, 2016. 

The amendments would allow parties to cite to relevant unpublished COA 
opinions. A judge may, therefore, use these unpublished opinions as 
persuasive authority if the judge deems it appropriate. The amendment · 
would allow citations to unpublished opinions filed on or after March 1, 2013, 
because this is the oldest date that the COA website retains unpublished 
opinions. Prior to this date, unpublished opinions were removed from the 
COA website after ninety days. The March 1, 2013, date would allow 
attorneys and the general public access to the unpublished opinions because 
they are available on the COA website. 

Thank you for your consideration of this comment favoring the proposed 
amendments to GR 14.1, Citation to Unpublished Opinions. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions and/or concerns. 

Judge David A. Steiner 
DMCJA President 

cc: Judge Frank Dacca, DMCJA Rules Committee Chair 
Ms. Shannon Hinchcliffe, AOC 
Ms. J Benway, AOC 
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